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PLANNED MINISTRY TO FOCUS ON 4.0 GOALS

New dept
to update
education

PENCHAN CHAROENSUTHIPAN

»> The government will push for the estab-
lishment of a new ministry to oversee
higher education, research and develop-
ment before it cedes power, said Science
and Technology Minister Suvit Maesincee.

Mr Suvit said the planned ministry,
which has yet to be named, is designed
to strengthen the country’s higher educa-
tion to help realise the vision of technolo-
gy-driven Thailand 4.0.

“The ministry has to be set up within
this government because we don’t know
how the future administration will handle
it he said. “We have only a little time to
push ahead — just seven to eight months.”

Reports have emerged that the new
ministry will involve a merger between
the Office of Higher Education, which falls
under the Education Ministry, and the Sci-
ence and Technology Ministry.

Mr Suvit said the planned ministry
resulted from a series of talks between
the Education Ministry, and the Science
and Technology Ministry seeking to
improve how they work.

The Education Ministry wants to sepa-
rate the Office of Higher Education Com-
mission (Ohec) from the rest of the educa-
tion system.

To do so, the Education Ministry has
proposed a specific draft bill on the man-
agement of higher education.

Meanwhile, the Science and Technol-
ogy Ministry plans to implementstructural
changes to make better use of science and

technology to align with the goals of the
20-year national strategic plan, he said.

According to Mr Suvit, the ministrylacks
a clear development strategy in terms of
human resources and knowledge building,
and its spending on research and devel-
opment programmes further reflects this.

He said science, technology and
innovation are playing an increasingly
important role across industries and uni-
versities should adapt to meet the chang-
ing environment.

“The programmes offered by academic
institutions should be designed to meet
demands in the labour market. The edu-
cation system currently lacks this, so there
is aneed to make changes,” he said.

He added Prime Minister Prayut Chan-
o-cha acknowledges the importance of
academic institutions and sees them
asimportant in driving the country’s com-
petitiveness and growth.

The proposed ministry is expected to
include a policy and planning unit respon-
sible for setting directions and budgets, and
building research networks, as well as an
institute that trains and produces person-
nel, among others.

He said the challenge remains of howto
streamline the diverse tasks and responsi-
bilities of existing agencies that will come
under the new ministry, adding that some
of them will be public organisations.

Deputy Education Minister Udom
Kachintorn expressed confidence that
the proposed ministry will be established
before the government leaves office.
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Moves on to create a Research
and Higher Education Ministry

THE NATION years and its “Thailand 4.0” initiative.
In the meantime, the Education
THAILAND is planning to create a  Ministryis preparingtosplit the Office
new Research and Higher Education  of Higher Education Commission asa
Ministry by merging the current separate entity so that the country’s
Science and Technology Ministry with ~ higher-educational institutes can
the Office of Higher Education deliverbetterresultson facilitating the
Commission so as to better manage “Thailand 4.0” initiative.

human and other resources to achieve Under the proposed Research and
theobjectives ofthe “Thailand4.0”ini-  Higher Education Ministry, all budg-
tiative. ets for social and natural scientific

Science and Technology Minister  research will be integrated in connec-
Suvit Maesincee expressed hope that  tion with foreign countries’ coopera-
the merger would becompleted bythe  tion, whileanewmodel similartothat
end of this government’s term but the  of the Chinese Academy of Sciences
Education Ministry suggested the will be adopted to focus on research
process maytake moretimeduetothe and development for satellites,
need for more public hearings. astronomy, nuclear physics and other

Suvit said the new Research and  crucial fields.

Higher Education Ministry would be The National Science and
responsible for the consolidation ofall ~ Technology Development Agency, the
research universities and related insti-  National Astronomical Research
tutesin order to better prepare human  Institute of Thailand and; Geo-
resources forthe country’s futuredevel-  Informatics and Space Technology
opment programmes, while helping Development Agencywillbe underthe
tech start-ups and small and medium  new ministry’s umbrella.

enterprises to leverage the use of new In addition, research universities
technologies. and otherhighereducational institutes

The new ministry would also be  will be supervised by the new ministry,
responsible for helping Thai farmers  which will also oversee nationwide
use new technologies so that they campuses of Rajabhat University.
become “smart farmers”, he said, Suvit said he would discuss with
adding that the country was also pro-  PM’sOffice Minister Kobsak Pootrakul
moting the new growth or S-Curve to set up a working group on merging
industries so manpower and technol-  the Science and Technology Ministry
ogy were crucial factors of success. with the Office of Higher Education

Previously, therewererumoursthat ~ Commission and related agencies.
the Science and Technology Ministry Deputy Education Minister Udom
would be dissolved but Suvit said the  Kachintorn said there had been dis-
ministrywouldinsteadbemergedwith ~ cussions on the merger but it would
theHigher Education Commissionand  likely take more time to create an
other agencies such as the National understandingamongallstakeholders
Research Council of Thailand and concerned. As a result, it remained
Thailand Research Fund. unclear if the merger could be com-

Therestructuring of these agencies  pleted within the next eight months
ispartofthe governmentsbureaucratic  before the election, which would take
reform agenda covering the next 20  place early next year.
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