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Headline: Senior educators oppose merger of Ohec with Science and

Senior educators oppose merger of

Ohec with Science

THE NATION

SEVERAL PROMINENT figures
have expressed their opposition to
the plantomergethe Oftice of Higher
Education Commission (Ohec) with
the Science and TechnologyMinistry.

Following the merger, the min-
istry will be renamed the Ministry of
Science, Innovation and Higher
Education.

“T don’t agree with the plan,”
Thammasat University’sformer rec-
tor, Somkid Lertpaitoon, said yes-
terday.

He sits on a panel that has been
making preparations for the setting
up of the Ministry of Higher
Education.

“A ministry should be dedicated
solely to higher education so as to
serve as a crucial force behind the
country’s human-resource develop-
ment,” Somkid said.

He said the government might
have comeupwith theideaofa merg-
erinthe hope of not setting up a new
ministry, and bolstering research.

“But will the minister of science,
innovation, and higher education
understand that science and tech-
nology are not the only things in
higher education? Social sciences
and humanities are also important,”
Somkid said.

and Tech Ministry

Sompong Jitradub, who teaches
at the Chulalongkorn University’s
Faculty of Education, said the gov-
ernment should respect the decision
of university members.

During the past two years, public
hearings have been held with uni-
versity members, which concluded
that the Ministry of Higher
Education should be established.

Walailak University president
Sombat Thamrongthanyawong
described the merger plan as inter-
esting though.

“Universities are the country’s
biggest source of researchers. If uni-
versity and research affairs are
brought under the same ministry,
work may run smoother,” he said.

Hereckoned that the mergerplan
was different from the original con-
cept of establishing the Ministry of
Higher Education.

“So, more discussionsshould take
place particularly withthe Council of
University Presidents of Thailand
[CUPT],” he said.

CUPT president Suchatvee
Suwansawat, who also heads King
Mongkut’s Institute of Technology
Ladkrabang, said the merger plan
has suddenly surfaced and he
would need to time to study rele-
vant information before making a
comment.

News ID: C-180524003019 Page: 1/1
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