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Patience urged amid
university confusion

BEST APPLICANTS KEEP OTHERS IN LIMBO BUT
ALL PROBLEMS TO BE RESOLVED SOON COUNCIL

CHULARAT SAENGPASSA
THE NATION

THE COUNCIL of University
Presidents of Thailand (CUPT) has
urged critics of its new central admis-
sion systemto be patientas they antic-
ipate that problems will significantly
ease before the end of this week.

“Let'swait until the 3/2 round con-
cludes first,” CUPT secretary general
Prasert Kanthamanon said yesterday.

Nearly half of applicants in the
third round of the new Thai
University Central Admission
System (TCAS), which is being
introduced for the first time this
year, have cried foul because they
were not awarded places despite the
third round attracting just 106,495
applicants for 100,334 available
seats.

Some universities, meanwhile, are
dismayed that some of their pro-
grammes have not yet received any
new confirmed students.

The problem has occurred because
the third round of TCAS allows each
applicantto chooseuptofour favourite
higher-educational programmes and
iftheirscoresare high enough, theycan
be offered seats in all four.

Although the best candidates will

have to choose just one programme in
the end, the fact they have the choice
intheirhands means many othershave
to wait to learn their fate.

Universities also have to consider
what to do with seats given up by suc-
cessful candidates.

Becauseofthe outeryfromstudents
who failed to get a seat from the third
round, the CUPT resolved to add the
3/2 round late last month.

The extra round represents a bid to
fill nearly 50,000 seats that became
vacant because successful candidates
chose other options and the results
came out yesterday.

Anxiety ran high among students,
their parents and university lecturers.

Many academics lamented on
social media that their higher-educa-
tion programmes, which had long
proven popular,had manyemptyseats
atthe end of the 3/1 round.

For example, Chulalongkorn
University’s Faculty of Engineering has
610seats available fornewstudents but
just 269 candidates had in the 3/1
round confirmed their wish to accept
a place, meaning it still had 341 seats
empty.

The university’s Faculty of Science
has14:seats available forits maths pro-
gramme but not one of the 14:success-

ful candidates in the 3/1 round con-
rmed their wish to take up the offer.

“But now that we have added the
3/2 round, problems should signifi-
cantly reduce,” Prasert said.

He said universities should not
complain as they all took part in
designing TCAS.

“TCASisdesigned with good inten-
tion. It’s designed to address com-
plaintsabout theold university admis-
sion system,” Prasert said.

Assistant  Professor Athapol
Anunthavorasakul, who teaches at
Chulalongkorn University’s Faculty of
Education, said the designers of TCAS
might have failed to listen carefully to
the involved parties “otherwise, such
scale of problems would have not
occurred”.

SompongJitradub, alectureratthe
same university, said it was not wrong
for highly-successful students to be
offered several places by the system
before having to make up their minds.
“It’s not their fault. The problem lies
with how TCAS is designed,” he said.

Sompong said he understood the
CUPT’s good intention in developing
TCAS “but as problems have arisen, it
is necessary that CUPT solve them
fast”.

Sompongsaid thatifstudentsvying
foraplaceinamedical school werenot
allowed to compete against students
for other programmes, the problems
might reduce considerably.

Most successful candidates con-

. 524,902.5

News ID: C-180606003017 Page: 1/2

dinowan:NssuMsSMsaaUGNUY

328 n.650gsa1 nuvnownvln wassind nsoinw4 10400 Isewr. 0 2610 5200 Ihsais. 0 2354 5524-6 Email pr_mua@mua.go.th



Section: First Section/THAILAND
"
- Date: Wednesday 6 June 2018
D dND. | The Nation
NAUNUUSINAUWUS . . .
i ugiaguien Volume: 42 No: 55521 Page: 3A(Top)
Circulation: 68,200 Col.Inch: 85.35 Ad Value: 174,967.50 PRValue : 524,902.50
Ad Rate: 2,050 Headline: Patience urged amid university confusion BEST APPLICANT

HOT TOPIC: TCAS

What is it?
TCAS, which stands for Thai University Central Admission System, is the
new enrolment process for higher education. It is being used for the first

time this year. Why has TCAS been created? =
How does TCAS work? m It is designed to solve problems in
It features five rounds. After securing a seat on a higher-education previous admission systems,
programme under TCAS, applicants cannot apply in the next round. including: the gap between rich

"""" and poor, with wealthier students

Second round Quota seats offerecljmfgr specific groups of students .......... allowe_d to_ pay appllcatlor_l e
many institutes and thus increase

such as sports talents or those living in the chosen institute's home : ; 4 :
region. their c_hancg of entering unwer_‘sﬁy
Third round (May-June): Exams are held at the same time for all ?f it c ot e ey se_ats be.mg

: : : : : " aken by the same candidates; and
applicants in this round. Each applicant can list up to four choices of students’ burden of sitting several
higher-education programmes they are interested in. Exam scores university admission exams at the
determine which choices become available to take up. same time while also preparing for
Successful candidates are required to pick just one, before the start of their Mathayom 6 final exam.
the fourth round.
Fourth Round (June-July): The criteria are accumulated grade point L
average (20%), Ordinary National Educational Test (Onet) scores Statistics about TCAS 3/1
(30%), and General Aptitude Test (GAT)/Professional Aptitude Test
(PAT) scores (50%).
Applicants can choose up to four programmes, but must list them in NG of possible successful

Ic;r;:lher_of priority. ik W e candidates: 124,517
Sl EEe S Bl AR M, WG I e Ol W g etess (includes duplicate names, with

based on their priority. S )
Fifth round (July): direct admission by each university some institutes choosing more
applicants than they can accept

Complaints about TCAS since it is very likely some

m Third round of TCAS blocks many = Many students have spent huge siideasErl satdidatas will fiot
available seats, because high amounts of money on portfolio )

choose their programme)
scorers may be offered up to four GeVElORTTICHI- NI ..........c.ccicsuicamnnmizananinin S —
choices. Others face a painful wait m Several faculties find they get No of successful candidates
for the high scorers to make their no new students after choices (winning at least one seat on a
single choice and free up the are made by successful programme of their choice):
remaining seats. (Applicants to candidates in the third round (3/1). 69,968
medical schools also join this * After a public uproar, TCAS has No of successiul candidates
round, and their academic now implemented a new 3/2 ) ) ]
performance is usually so good round to fill vacant seats. selecting their choice: 51,626
that they qualify for almost any m The TCAS process takes a long
programme/faculty.) time, from April to July.
Source: The Nation NATION GRAPHICS

firmed their right to study at medical any seat in a higher-education pro- fourth or fifth round of TCAS.
schools in the 3/1 round. gramme at the end of the 3/2 round Prasert said the CUPT would eval-
Students who have not yet secured may submit an application via the uate the TCAS system in October.
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